Arthritis precipitated by isotretinoin treatment for acne vulgaris.
We describe the case of a 21-year-old woman who developed biopsy proven seronegative oligoarthritis in association with isotretinoin treatment for acne vulgaris. Elevated levels of antinuclear antibody accompanied joint disease and resolution occurred over a 6-month period. Isotretinoin, an orally active derivative of vitamin A, has been associated with reported arthritis, arthralgia, myalgia, vasculitis and skeletal and soft tissue calcification. We review the literature and discuss the possible association between isotretinoin and immune dysfunction. The etiology of arthritis associated with vitamin A analog treatment remains obscure.